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Les Contes d’Hoffmann, Offenbach. 1881. 



16 min. 

ERS International Congress in Paris, September 2018. 



A voyage of 400 years … 



L’Orfeo, Claudio Monteverdi. 1607.  Daphne, Jacopo Peri. 1597.  



Gesamtkunstwerk? 



5 Reasons to go/NOT TO GO to the opera 

1. It is boring 

2. I don’t understand 

3. It is for the elite 

4. It is for oldies 

5. Singers are ## … 

1. You can experience pure emotions  

2. Living a full artistic experience  

3. Cultivate yourself 

4. Perfect excuse for traveling 

5. Help to protect a unique art show 

 



Many patients and diseases 



All physician characters in Opera are… male! 



Languid beauty … 





Le nozze di Figaro, de WA Mozart. 1786.  

Aria de Bartolo ”Vendetta” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qa1hFDtRF7Q 



Il barbiere di Siviglia, Gioachino Rossini. 1816.  

Aria de Bartolo "A un dottor della mia sorte” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1L2J9Iz7a0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1L2J9Iz7a0


Il Barbiere di Siviglia - Aria de Bartolo "A un dottor della mia sorte" 





L'elisir d'amore, Donizetti. 1832.  

L`Elisir d`Amore" Aria di Doctor Dulcamara 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxgSIc_B7xQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxgSIc_B7xQ


L`Elisir d`Amore" Aria di Doctor Dulcamara, Donizetti. 1832.  



Wozzeck, Alan Berg. 1925.  

Aria de  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OdinmlIdnYw
24´23´´ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OdinmlIdnYw


The Center Cannot Hold, Kenneth B. Wells. 2016.  
https://jamanetwork.com/learning/video-player/14377801 







Physicians in Opera: A changing perception …  
Century Role Character Knowledge Social class Example 

XVIII Minor Comical Popular 
wisdom/ 
Magical/ 
Trum 

Low 1786 Le nozze di Figaro 
1816 Il barbiere di Siviglia 
1832 L'elisir d'amore 

XIX Minor 
/Major 

Compassion/
Evil 

Authority  Medium 1853 La Traviata  
1881 Les contes 
d'Hoffmann 

XX Major Epic Rational High 1925 Wozzeck 

XXI Variable Professional Technical  Medium/High 2016 The Center Cannot 
Hold 



The“Best in class” award goes to … 



La Traviata: Dr. Grenvil visits Violetta 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNf8LvATuh0  0´ 10´´ 

La Traviata, Giusseppe Verdi. 1853.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNf8LvATuh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNf8LvATuh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNf8LvATuh0




Mozart's  Don Giovanni  6, 8 & 10 March  
Puccini’s  Madama Butterfly  3, 5 & 7 April 
Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’Amore  28 April, & 1, 3 and 5 May 
 
https://www.teatreprincipal.com/  
 
Teatre Principal, Palma de Mallorca, Spain 

https://www.teatreprincipal.com/en/ficha/detalle/151/
https://www.teatreprincipal.com/en/ficha/detalle/152/
https://www.teatreprincipal.com/en/ficha/detalle/149/
https://www.teatreprincipal.com/
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Cecilia Jimenez, “Ecce Homo”, 2012. Behold The Man, 2019.   



Conclusions 
•Opera is a feeling  

• The image of physicians (and of patients) has evolved 
throghout the history of Opera 

•Humanism in Medicine and Surgery should be facilitated 
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